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Report to the Future Melbourne Committee Agenda item 6.2 

Ministerial Planning Referral: TPMR-2023-18 
522 – 552 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 

9 April 2024 

Presenter: Ashley Treloar, Manager Statutory Planning 

Purpose and background 

1. The purpose of this report is to advise the Future Melbourne Committee of Ministerial planning permit 
application PA2302533 which seeks approval for the redevelopment of the land located at 522 – 552 
Flinders Lane, Melbourne (refer Attachment 2 of Report from Management – Locality plan).

2. The application seeks approval for demolition of the existing multi-storey car park and construction of a 28 
storey office building with associated retail tenancies, 402 bicycle parking spaces with end of trip facilities 
and two levels of basement car parking (refer Attachment 3 of Report from Management – Plans).

3. The owner and applicant is ICPF Nominees Pty Ltd, the architect is Hassell Architects and the estimated 
cost of development is $332 million.

4. The subject site is located within the Capital City Zone, Schedule 1 (CCZ1) and is affected by Design and 
Development Overlay, Schedule 1 (DDO1) and Schedule 10 (DDO1), and Parking Overlay, Schedule 1 
(PO1).

5. The Department of Transport and Planning (DTP), on behalf of the Minister for Planning, has referred the 
application to the Council as a recommending referral authority.

Key issues 

6. The application has been a collaborative process between the applicant and multiple agencies and presents 
a well resolved and robust built form response to its strategic and physical context. The building has been 
the subject of two reviews by the OVGA’s Victorian Design Review Panel (VDRP). The VDRP, along with the 
Council’s City Design department, support the built form subject to further refinements to the podium which is 
recommended to be secured via a detailed façade strategy condition (refer to Attachment 4 of Report from 
management).

7. The proposed height and setbacks and the impact of the wind and overshadowing of the proposal achieves 
compliance with the built form controls of Design and Development Overlay, Schedule 10. The Floor Area 
Uplift requirement is also secured via a Section 173 Agreement.

8. The proposal provides retail tenancies built to Flinders Lane with a generous landscaped setback leading to 
a central double height pedestrian entrance, which provides a legible and safe interface that enhances the 
pedestrian experience and passive surveillance.

9. As recommended by the VDRP and City Design, an amended Landscape Plan will require further design 
consideration of the entrance and the eastern stair interface to ensure landscaping, materials, and lighting 
amplify the publicness of the experience.

Recommendation from management 

10. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to advise the Department of Transport and Planning that the
Melbourne City Council does not object to the application, subject to the conditions outlined in the delegate 
report (refer to Attachment 4 of Report from management).
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Supporting Attachment 

Legal 

1. The Minister for Planning is the Responsible Authority for determining this application.

2. The Minister for Planning has formally referred the application to Council under Section 55 of the
Planning and Environment Act 1987 (Act).

Finance 

3. There are no direct financial issues arising from the recommendations contained within this report.

Conflict of interest 

4. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or
preparing this report has declared a material or general conflict of interest in relation to the matter of the
report.

Health and Safety 

5. Relevant planning considerations such as wind impacts, glare and waste management that could impact
on health and safety have been considered within the planning permit application and assessment
process.

Stakeholder consultation 

6. The Council has not undertaken public notice of the application or referred this to any other referral
authorities. This is the responsibility of DTP acting on behalf of the Minister for Planning. It is noted that
the application is exempt from the notice requirements and review rights of the Act.

Relation to Council policy 

7. Relevant Council policies are discussed in Attachment 4 – Report from management.

Environmental sustainability 

8. The Sustainability Management Plan submitted with the application demonstrates that the development
will achieve the environmentally sustainable design requirements of clause 15.01-2L-01 (Energy and
resource efficiency) and clause 19.03-3L (Stormwater management (water sensitive urban design)) of the
Melbourne Planning Scheme.

9. Recommended planning permit conditions require further details of sustainability initiatives within the
SMP, for the details to be shown on the architectural plans and require the implementation of the
sustainability initiatives outlined in the SMP.

Attachment 1 
Agenda item 6.2 

Future Melbourne Committee 
9 April 2024 
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Locality Plan
522-552 Flinders Lane, Melbourne

Attachment 2
Agenda item 6.2 

Future Melbourne Committee
9 April 2024
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