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Community grant recipients 2017
	Organisation and project title
	Project description
	Grant

	African Elderly Community VIC

Purchase of recreational equipment
	The group plays billiards in centre three times per week. The current billiard table used is old and torn and we would like to have it replaced.
	$2449

	Architects For Peace Inc.

Talks Series 2017
	The project aims to foster active participations and networking, by creating opportunities for attendees to contribute to public discussions about spatial justice. While we welcome everyone, we focus on engaging with youths seeking to channel youth energy into positive involvement in the community.
	$2230

	ASEAN Youth Organization of Australia

ASEAN Youth Summit
	The summit aims to serve as an avenue to facilitate intellectual discourse among the youth on prominent issues surrounding education, tourism, trade and skilled industries in ASEAN. It empowers the youth by equipping them with the facts and knowledge of ASEAN to transform them into knowledgeable individuals and passionate leaders who will lead our future and will become the voice of the youth on the global platform.
	$3000

	Australian Somali Women’s Healthcare Community Foundation Inc

Sewing Project
	We run free sewing classes but the machines are old and need replacing. We also have new students so we need more machines. 
	$3490

	Cancer Patients Foundation

Look Good Feel Better
	Look Good Feel Better is a free community service program dedicated to teaching cancer patients how to manage the appearance-related side-effects caused by chemotherapy and radiation treatment. Women, men and teens participate in a practical workshop which covers skin care, make-up and head wear demonstrations, leaving them empowered and ready to face their cancer diagnosis with confidence.
	$3000

	Carlton Neighbourhood Learning Centre

Expressing yourself through art
	An art course bringing together people who are isolated in the community to develop their artistic skills and help express themselves through creating artworks by breaking down the barriers of language.  The course will explore the elements of art and basic academic drawing. The course will explore art history and will culminate with an art exhibition.
	$2400

	Carlton Residents Association Inc

Residents Association
	Administrative support for the Carlton Residents Association Inc.
	$1500

	Chinese Arts Association of Melbourne Inc.

Community Singing and  Dancing Activities for the Chinese  Seniors
	Group meets weekly to provide singing and dancing activities and provide support to the Chinese seniors. Fundingwill support these activities. The group is coordinated by volunteers and we perform at local community events like the Chinese New Year festival, Dragon Boat festival and Mid-Autumn festival.
	$1500

	Chinese Community Health Advisory of Australia Inc.

Chinese Community Health Advisory of Australia Inc
	Provide free medical and health-related information and support to community in weekly meetings, consultation groups, monthly lectures and events.


	$3000

	Church Of All Nations

Sustainable Food Education and Social Enterprise Development for Carlton Housing Estate  Residents
	Church of All Nations will implement initiatives towards a sustainable future and enhance our work with African women from the Carlton Housing Estate. We will extend the Family Learning Program with external training in cooking, literacy, and nutrition and business development. The aim is to offer parents opportunities for training and work participation and test the feasibility of developing a new social enterprise among these residents in sustainable food production and distribution.
	$18,400

	Circolo Pensionati Italiani di San Marco in Lamis

Recreational and healthy outings for Italian Seniors
	Our group meets weekly in Canning Street, Carlton where we organise different activities for our senior members, including bocce, meals, speakers and other. As a part of our program we would like to offer two to three outings to country Victoria as many of our members no longer drive or cannot drive long distances. 
	$1400

	cohealth

African Women's health and wellbeing stage 2
	Cohealth would like to coordinate with local agencies and run monthly African women’s education sessions relating to health and wellbeing and access and inclusion so women can be empowered to utilise services and move their families out of poverty.
	$3000

	Concern Australia - Steps Outreach Service

Staying Connected Stage 2
	‘Staying Connected’ is a practical prevention initiative that aims to provide early intervention and educational support in the crucial primary and secondary school years to the children of Steps’ past and present clients who have experienced homelessness and family violence. 
	$10,000

	Courtney Community Garden

Courtney Community Garden
	The Courtney Community Garden project is a resident-driven community garden. The project is designed to provide water-efficient, organic gardening options for residents, increase public utility of public land, and create a more vibrant living experience through the connection of urban food and community cohesion. The project will integrate with the wider community such as the local school and cafes, by sharing urban food expertise and produce.
	$12,218

	Crime Stoppers Victoria Limited

Crime Stoppers Tertiary Student Crime Reporting Awareness Campaign
	The Tertiary Student Crime Reporting Awareness Campaign aims to empower higher education students in the City of Melbourne to safely and confidentially report crime and suspicious behaviour to the secure Crime Stoppers reporting service. The awareness campaign will give students confidence and trust in reporting crime. Material will be delivered through popular student publications and localities in a number of different languages to ensure maximum reach.
	$9500

	DeafBlind Victorians 

DeafBlind Communication Tool
	Develop and produce a pocket sized communication tool to enable access to and travel in and around the Melbourne area for people who are deafblind. The tool will facilitate and encourage the general public, businesses, services, taxis, public transport staff and others to communicate effectively with people who are deafblind.
	$14,000

	Docklands Community Association

community togetherness
	Provide an environment for community togetherness through information sharing via emails, social events, submissions on issues, website, Facebook.
	$1000

	Drill Hall Residents Association

Drill Hall Residents Association activities
	Generate regular, flexible, resident driven meetings and activities for the needs of residents. For example gardening, regular meetings and the establishment of diverse channels of communication and social interaction amongst residents. Developing shared facilities/resources with neighbouring communities and organizations to facilitate wider community involvement and participation in local Victoria Square area and adjacent QVM development.
	$3000

	East African Elderly Association Inc

East African Social Activities Program
	We will provide weekly social activities for older Somali men at the Kensington Neighbourhood Centre. We will provide refreshments, speakers, bus outings and other games and activities.
	$3000

	East Melbourne Group

East Melbourne Jolimont Community Magazine
	The EMJ Community Magazine is a 20 page publication produced and delivered by volunteers free to every resident and business in East Melbourne and Jolimont three to four times each year. The magazine is EMG's main communication channel to foster community knowledge of, access to and engagement in local events, services and activities thereby helping to improve the connectedness, health and well-being of the community.
	$1000

	East Melbourne Historical Society

Operational support
	Colour printing of newsletters and flyers and website maintenance.
	$1500

	EastEnders Inc

EastEnders Connections
	To maintain and extend our existing communication and networking activities focusing on direct engagement with and between residents, local authorities and the wider community. In addition to continuing our regular functions, our focus will be on a "Know your Hood" program with a range of functions that promote social connectedness and local knowledge.
	$1500

	Family Planning Victoria

YAK Photographic Arts Project 2017
	A community arts project that utilises community engagement to celebrate diversity, increase connectivity and give voice to marginalised LGBTI young people. Through a process of self-esteem and anti-homophobia workshops participants of the Family Planning Victoria YAK same sex attracted sex and gender diverse young person’s social support group will produce a photographic essay that celebrates diversity and explores homophobia. The project will culminate in an exhibition curated by the participants.
	$2300

	Footscape Inc.

‘Shoes for the Needy’
	Since 2012 Footscape supporters and volunteers have been collecting second hand shoes and new socks for partnering organisations to distribute to homeless persons and asylum seekers. Footscape now intends to establish a central point for cleaning and preparing shoes encompassing an organisation owned and operated washing machine. 
	$1400

	Friends of Royal Park, Parkville

Communications and Operational Support
	Communications support for ongoing website hosting and registration, notifications of community activities hosted in Royal Park and information and photographic displays.
	$500

	Gospel Hall, Yee Hong Group

Caring and Sharing
	Providing outings throughout the year for the Yee Hong Group of senior members. Creating opportunities for them to increase physical activities so as to improve their physical and mental health. Encouraging them to adopt a more positive attitude towards life. Giving them the opportunity to improve their connections with the community. Inviting guest speakers to give talks on health issues as to improve the perception of safety and good health.
	$1250

	Housing Choices Australia

La Trobe Close Community Garden Project
	The La Trobe Community Garden Project will engage public housing residents in the design, establishment and maintenance of a community garden located in the communal space of their housing development in North Melbourne. 
	$20,000

	Justice Connect

"Legal health check" for CALD community organisations
	We will create a program of intensive legal support for culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) community organisations in the City of Melbourne.  Participating organisations will be supported through a 'legal health check' process, involving consultations, written recommendations (with legal support to implement those recommendations) and customised board training with not-for-profit lawyers.  The project will increase the confidence and knowledge of committee members and the capacity of the community organisations involved.
	$19,979

	Kensington Association

Maintaining our organisation and working towards community gardening
	Assistance with operational costs.
	$1500

	Kensington Chinese Friendship Association  Inc

Healthy Life for the Chinese seniors
	The funding will support our regular activities of our singing group, physical exercise including playing table tennis, Mahjong and pool game, crafting group, Information sessions and 0utings.
	$2200

	Kensington Neighbourhood House

Improving Access for All
	Undertake infrastructure works to improve front entry access to our building. The front entry area will be redesigned to accommodate a ramp with hand railing both sides and a new deck will be built over the existing veranda to achieve level entry into the House and to accommodate pram and bicycle parking.
	$19,949

	Life Activities Clubs Victoria Incorporated

Discover Melbourne Laneways: Street Orienteering
	The project aims to promote a healthy activity and togetherness for older people by offering an easy walk(orienteering)through some of the City of Melbourne Laneways as part of the 2017 Victorian Seniors Festival. People can participate in the free activity which includes a 90 minute walk, using easy to read maps and answering clues along the way. Everyone is welcome to participate.
	$2000

	Marco Polo Project

Marco Polo Peer-lab - training cross-cultural empathy
	This project aims to prototype activities optimising peer-learning opportunities for native Mandarin speakers and Melbourne residents interested in China, with particular focus on self-awareness, empathy and resilience building in cross-cultural situations. The project includes: a monthly peer-learning activity, one major public event focusing on Chinese language, culture and ideas, ongoing digital engagement through social media and production of a blog or booklet to share activity models.
	$1613

	MAROPA Productions

My Other Closet, the cabaret
	‘My Other Closet, the cabaret’ is one man’s account of his true life journey to “domestic violence survivor”. Through powerful storytelling and re-workings of classic pop songs, it dispels the myths surrounding domestic violence, especially in same sex and gender diverse (LGBTQ) relationships. One part entertainment, one part education and awareness campaign, this production gives powerful and moving insight to the causes of domestic violence and how to end it.
	$19,980

	Melbourne North Police Community Consultative Committee

Melbourne North PCCC SPASE (Students, Police Achieving Safe Environments) Program
	Schools, community agencies and police will identify young people who they believe are significantly "at risk" of being involved in crime as offenders or victims. Participants will attend a three day adventure and bicycle education camp with police and youth workers. The camp is designed to educate young people in respect to safe behaviour, and promote relationships with police.
	$10,482

	Melbourne South Yarra Residents Group Inc

Melbourne South Yarra Residents Group (MSYRG)
	The Group works to protect the interests and lives of the residents of South Yarra. MSYRG campaigns vigorously on many issues that affect our suburb. This funding will assist with the monitoring of our member database & website, attending to residents' concerns, and hold regular residents meetings.
	$1500

	Melbourne Sunrise Probus Club Inc [MSPC]

Better living for Melbourne Seniors
	A varied programme of activities, outings, speakers, interest groups, and opportunities for social interaction allows members' cultural, ethnic, and vocational backgrounds to enrich developing friendships. Keeping costs to a minimum is important so no-one is disadvantaged in participation. Funding is sought for core running costs of MSPC, for subsidies for bus hire and pensioners' costs for activities, and for two specific tuition projects to enhance creative skill and sustainable health.
	$1483

	Meld Magazine

Project Engage, Relate, Empower
	Project Engage, Relate, Empower is a year-long campaign that focuses on helping international students build healthy relationships and address issues relating to gender, sex, safety, respect and empowerment. The campaign will be delivered across three phases. Engage: Making friends and building community; Relate: Exploring identity, gender and stereotypes; Empower: Decision-making and taking positive action.
	$12,800

	Morning Exercise Melbourne Incorporated

Physical activity for women and seniors from multicultural community groups
	The proposed activity will engage women from senior groups to access physical exercise which include Chinese square dance, line dance and Taichi. The activities will be organised five days a week from Monday to Friday morning at the front outdoor area of the Royal Exhibition Centre. 
	$2200

	Multiple Birth Volunteer Support Foundation Inc

Building Capacity to support a Victorian Volunteer Bank for Multiple Birth Families.
	MBVS is establishing a Victorian Volunteer Bank to provide child-centred, trained, volunteer support in-home for families with multiple births of triplets or more, and also twin families in extenuating circumstances. We seek rental assistance so that our Area Volunteer Co-Ordinators can come together to plan, share, and develop the Volunteer Bank and provide ongoing education for our volunteer community.
	$2994

	Muslims for Progressive Values Incorporated

Muslims for Progressive Values
	Muslims for Progressive Values is an inclusive group where old and new Muslims, Muslims in mixed faith relationships, LGBT Muslims, ex Muslims, and non-Muslims are all welcome. MPV aims to provide a safe, open and non-judgemental space for people who might otherwise feel unsafe or marginalised in more conventional places like mosques.
	$3000

	myriad collective

MYRIAD trans and gender diverse showcase
	The project will include a performance night featuring music, dance, theatre, spoken word, and poetry by transgender and gender diverse (TGD) performers, to be held at Library at the Dock over two nights. An art exhibition featuring works by TGD artists, exploring identity and community, to be held over the course of one week at Library on the Dock. Facilitated Creative Industries Workshop featuring TGD panellists.
	$9000

	Nelson Mandela Commemorative Committee Inc

Nelson Mandela Day Melbourne Celebration 2017
	Promotion of the values that have embodied Nelson Mandela’s life – democracy; equality; reconciliation; diversity; responsibility; respect and freedom. On this day, citizens of the world are encouraged to devote 67 minutes of their time to helping others. This will be done through Humanitarian support programs, Mandela public lectures culminating in the Mandela Day Multifaith church service at St Paul's Cathedral and a celebration at Federation Square.
	$10,200

	North & West Melbourne Association Inc

North and West Melbourne Community Cohesion Initiative
	The project aims to support the NWMA’s monthly community consultation meetings. The Association meets on a monthly basis to discuss and address the interests and concerns of the local community and to initiate activities that create social, educational and environmental benefits for the area, with regular guest speakers and a particular emphasis on planning, environmental issues, heritage protection, open spaces, community facilities and preserving local charm.
	$2000

	North and West Melbourne Homelessness Action Group

"Different voices, common goals"
	“Different voices, common goals" explores the rich cultural diversity of North West Melbourne. The visual arts project explores the notion of Community, connectedness and belonging. It will explore the common goals shared by Community and identify a symbol or concept in which to weave personal portraits and storytelling. The concept will represent the notion of home, belonging, community and diversity.
	$15,000

	North and West Melbourne Senior Citizens Centre Inc

Recurring activities to support Club's core aims.
	Funding will support the club’s recurring Activities including art classes, craft activities, an art and crafts exhibition, outings for members and special events.

‍
	$1500

	North Melbourne Language & Learning

Online Community Connector
	Enhance the usability and expand the reach of innovative communication tool (northmelbourne.net) used by NAC (North Melbourne Agency collective). This tool will have a dual purpose - provide up-to-date information from up to 38 local agencies and provide an accessible online tool with information about services and events for local community. New functions will increase usability and strategic promotion will increase visits, enabling NAC agencies to service the community more effectively.
	$5000

	Polish Senior Citizens Club Melbourne

Talk About Health
	Information sessions of importance of how and why to stay healthy to improve and sustain wellbeing of our members. Club participation in Polish Festival.
	$622

	Probus Club of Carlton-Parkville

Club Membership Fee Maintenance for Carlton and Parkville Seniors
	Annual Club Membership Fee to be maintained at present level to remain affordable for Carlton and Parkville senior community members. Club membership is the core social network for many members, especially singles who live alone. It is important for their emotional and physical wellbeing to be able to continue as club members.
	$1483

	Refugee Survivors and Ex-detainees

RISE Food-Bank
	The RISE food bank will provides access to free standard dry food, fruits and vegetables at the RISE drop-in centre which is opened on weekdays from 9am-5pm and Sat from 10am-2pm. Further, the Food-bank seeks to address the initial critical needs of the most vulnerable refugees, ex-detainees and asylum seekers within our community.
	$20,000

	Reinforce Inc

Melbourne Through the Eyes of a Friend
	The project aims to raise awareness via creative mediums of issues faced by people with an Intellectual Disability (ID). A photographic & short film exhibition in collaboration with local business/photographers will promote diversity and inclusion, Reinforce will heightening community awareness and acceptance to encourage strength, resilience and visibility of ID & empower participants to feel a sense of belonging.
	$17,091

	Residents 3000 Inc.

Promoting wellbeing, amenity and environment and connecting CBD residents with each other
	We will continue to be true to the title of the project above by embracing new and current residents. Our aim is to educate as well as create a sense of community and belonging for the residents of the CBD. We intend to hold regular events both formal and informative as well as social and informal.
	$1500

	Retina Australia (Vic) Inc

Connect and upgrade
	Improve connections between our members in Melbourne and Victoria by funding mail outs notifying members of upcoming events, funding telelinks calls between socially isolated members and supporting the advertising and catering for regular morning tea and other events. Costs to include operational costs, administration, regular events and public liability insurance.
	$3000

	Royal Children’s Hospital Early Learning

Integrated Clay Studio and Art Space
	To build upon a recent collaboration with a local artist, to explore the benefits of working with clay as an artistic, sensory, curricular and therapeutic medium.
	$6000

	Salvation Army "Adult Services" Support in Public Housing

Community Vegetable and Ornamental Garden Project
	The community vegetable and ornamental garden is a hands on project that utilises the rear court yard of the high-rise where residents can grow edible produce along with creating an environment that is pleasant to relax in. The older person high-rise accommodates 110 residents. The amount of people who make use of the garden is considerable with a fluid group of people participating in activities maintaining the garden.
	$1000

	Save The Children Australia (SCA)

It Takes a Village (ITAV)
	The project will benefit up to 45 migrant and refugee families with children aged 0-6 from the Housing Commissions in Carlton. We have facilitated Intensive Support Playgroups with this group since 2012. We have identified that a significant need remains, and the community would benefit from a community-led model where weekly playgroups support families to: transition to school, improve their community connectedness, and build their capacity to manage the playgroups.
	$20,000

	Scope Victoria

Image and Text Workshops, Creative Writing and Illustration
	In partnership with Melbourne Library Service, to deliver workshops in Illustration and Writing, and Creative Writing for writers/artists with disabilities. Participants will develop creative projects and work toward the outcomes of a Public Readings event and website showcasing the work produced. This project is designed to build on the learnings from workshops conducted in 2015, and to build capacity to start a self-run writing group in Melbourne Library Service venue.
	$12,000

	SecondBite

Improved nutrition, improved health for people in need in the City of Melbourne
	SecondBite will expand our fresh food redistribution service for 84 agencies, schools, kindergartens and refuges from one tonne per week to 1.6 tonnes per week, increasing access to nourishing fresh food for 8000 adults, children and young people in the City of Melbourne, improving their health, wellbeing and social inclusion.
	$3000

	Spanish Speaking Elderly Group of North Melbourne

Our Spanish Speaking Elderly Women in 2017
	Help and support the elderly women in our community, mainly Spanish speaking women with physical exercises routine, eating healthy foods, talks on health and other important information delivered by guest speakers. Also to organize outings and special dates celebrations such Mother's Day and Christmas festivities.
	$1000

	St Jude’s Anglican Church, Carlton

Carlton Debt Centre
	The Carlton Debt Centre was launched in January 2016 by St Jude’s as a two-year pilot project to assist low income, financially and socially disadvantaged people in inner Melbourne to get out of debt. The Centre operates in conjunction with the not-for-profit national organisation, Christians Against Poverty (CAP). Funding is now sought to continue the project for the second year.
	$12,000

	The Eritrean Community in Australia

Social Support Program
	We are seeking funding to run a breadth of social support activities in response to the needs and aspirations of Eritrean residents who reside in the City of Melbourne.  Our experience in running this program to date has demonstrated that it engages our members with the broader Australian community, fosters friendships and instils the values of tolerance, diversity and inclusion.
	$3000

	The Squeaky Wheel Productions Ltd

International Student Rides 2017
	International Student Rides will present bicycle safety training and city orientation tours for international students. This initiative builds on the success of a pilot that was undertaken with the City of Melbourne in 2013. The program will consist of 10 free bicycle safety sessions spread over the 2017 academic year.
	$16,960

	The Stella Prize

Girls Write Up
	Girls Write Up is a gender-inclusive, intersectional, daylong wordfest for teens that teaches empowerment through writing and sharing stories. Authors, journalists, activists, artists, poets and other creative thinkers will share the ways they have used their writing to define their identities and shape the world around them. Each Girls Write Up event will bring together 140 students aged 12-18.
	$10,000

	The University High School

Breakfast program
	The project will consist of a breakfast program to encourage engagement with school and class concentration, as well as improving behavioural issues. Food will be pre-packed and the packs will be available for students to pick up from the Wellbeing team, which will also allow for identification of students who may need further assistance.
	$3000

	Travellers Aid Australia

Homelessness Support Points
	Travellers Aid Australia (TAA) aims to reduce the impacts of homelessness by establishing ‘Support Points’ for people at risk of homelessness or sleeping rough by providing information, direction and referrals to homelessness and other support agencies. Additional practical support will include access to showers, internet and assistance with emergency and essential travel requirements which helps people get to a place of support within the state of Victoria.
	$18,250

	UnitingCare Hotham Mission

Food for Thought
	Food for Thought targets disadvantaged youth and their families by addressing food insecurity, while supporting kids to complete their education. Weekly Packages of culturally appropriate, fresh and non-perishable foods are delivered to service providers to pass on to kids and families in their network. A voucher system also operates in schools whereby welfare staff are able to provide students in need with a voucher for healthy lunch at the canteen.
	$10,000

	Victorian Skateboard Association (VSA)

All Aboard Skateboarding Sessions
	All Aboard Skateboarding Sessions is a free, co-educational skateboard workshop program that's primary focus is on creating new participants in skateboarding. The sessions' emphasise gender equality by using both male and female skateboarding instructors to facilitate the sessions, including a teacher originally from Sudan. The program consists 26 weekday sessions at Kensington skatepark and the Carlton Housing Estate, building interest for 8 larger weekend sessions at the Kensington skatepark.
	$20,000

	WIRE Women's Information

Home is where the art is
	This project will work with art and self-expression activities for a group of women who are homeless or socially isolated in the City of Melbourne. The project will provide opportunities for social connection, skills development, artistic expression,  personal growth and validation. Their work and their stories will be published in a book that the women can then share with family, friends and community.
	$19,337

	YEAH (Youth Empowerment Against HIV/AIDS)

Agents of YEAH University Peer Education Program
	This is a youth participation and leadership program which provides the opportunity for university students to become trained as volunteer sexual health peer educators and to then deliver workshops and other educational activities to promote sexual health.  Students will be able to educate their peers about respectful relationships, and healthy and safe sexual behaviour, allowing them to lead the culture change around sexual health in their university.
	$10,000

	Ygender

Trans and gender diverse peer support
	We will be running three events every month, with a mix of social and support focuses, to engage and create a safe space for transgender and gender diverse young people aged 25 and under. Most events will be in Carlton, where Ygender HQ is based. These events provide a way for people who are often marginalised to engage with their community.
	$3000

	Youlden Parkville Cricket Club

Community cricket outreach program: Linking school children with a community club to improve physical & mental health
	We will work collaboratively with local primary schools to have community coaches deliver a high quality, entry level cricket program for boys and girls aged 5-8 years. Provide a clear pathway for local children to become involved in a local club within Royal Park North, and become more deeply connected to their local community.
	$5800

	Youth Activating Youth Inc.

Somali Cultural Celebrations
	This six-day end of year Celebration is an intercultural festival that brings together people from all ages and culturally diverse communities.  The event focuses on young people by using a soccer tournament as a platform to draw teams of participants from around Australia and overseas to compete in friendly rivalry.
	$10,000



